US NAVY SUPPORT FACILITY

DIEGO GARCIA

SAFETY DEPARTMENT

[image: image1.wmf] 

HAZARD ALERT (15-PASSENGER VAN)

CAUTIONARY WARNING

HAZARD

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recently announced a cautionary warning to operators of 15-passenger vans.  NHTSA's analysis revealed that:


a) 15-passenger vans have a rollover risk similar to other light trucks and vans when carrying a small number of passengers.


b) In 15-passenger vans, however, the risk of rollover increases dramatically as the number of occupants is increased from fewer than five to more than ten.


c) Loading the 15-passenger van causes the center of gravity to shift rearward and upward, increasing the likelihood of rollover.


d) The shift in the center of gravity additionally increases the potential for loss of control in panic maneuvers.

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THESE VANS BE OPERATED BY EXPERIENCED DRIVERS.  

     
a) Drivers should understand and be familiar with the handling characteristics of these vans, expecially when fully loaded.  

             b) Wearing safety belts dramatically increases the chances of survival during a rollover.  


c) Individuals riding as passengers in these vans, as well as drivers, are required to wear a safety belt at all times.

Source:  COMNAVSAFECEN NORFOLK VA//42// R 111640Z MAY 01
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HAZARD ALERT (15-PASSENGER VAN)

CAUTIONARY WARNING PART II

23 Jul 01

HAZARD

Motor vehicle mishaps may occur if tires are not properly inflated IAW Owner’s Manual.  
NAVFAC recently identified some concerns pertaining to tire pressures for 15-passenger vans.  Owner's Manual indicates that tires should be inflated IAW the plate on the inside of the door. When you open the door it will typically indicate

the tires be inflated to 80-85 psi depending on the vehicle make. They checked several vans and found mismatched tires installed on several vans.   Checking the tire markings, one tire was rated at 85 psi, one was rated for 60 psi and one was rated at 35 psi max.  Please ensure that personnel within your transportation department are aware of the following: 

1. Check the doorplate for appropriate tire pressures.

2. That only tires meeting the manufacturer’s recommendations are installed

on 15 passenger vans and that they are inflated to the proper pressure.

3. That personnel leasing vehicles are made aware of proper tire pressures. 

4. Mismatched tires are not installed on these vehicles. 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THESE VANS BE OPERATED BY EXPERIENCED DRIVERS.  

Source:  CNFJ SAFETY DIRECTOR E-MAIL DTD 20 JUL 01
